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arrangement of the book is extremely clear and logical. The 
first chapters deal with the mean, median, mode, and frequency 
distribution. The short chapter devoted to standard deviation 
could not well be improved. Perhaps the section of most value 
to the average student is that on correlation. This method is so 
commonly used by the new school of statistics that a short treat- 
ment of this kind is timely. It is unfortunate that this subject 
was not developed further with more extended reference to the 
methods ordinarily employed. In the concluding chapter upon 
probable error the reader is left somewhat in doubt as to the value 
which should be chosen. In the hands of a competent teacher, 
this little book should prove of value as a text. In a treatment 
of such brevity much is of necessity omitted, but reference to the 
volumes mentioned in the footnotes would enable an ambitious 
student to supply these deficiencies. The book will repay careful 
reading by students of economics and sociology who wish to avoid 
the pitfalls of statistics. 

W. B. B. 



La MortaliU infantile dans les Flandres. fitude de Demogra- 
phie Beige. By Camille Jacquart. (Brussels: Albert 
Dewitt, 1907. Pp. 156.) 

The two Belgian provinces of East and West Flanders, each with 
an area equal approximately to that of Rhode Island, have a 
combined population somewhat under two million. For this 
little group of people there exists a mass of excellent mortality 
data, which by its completeness and detail is calculated to inspire 
envy in the hearts of American statisticians, if not awe, at the 
thought of what might transpire from equally exhaustive data 
regarding our own population. For American students such stud- 
ies as this of M. Jacquart are of value chiefly because they indi- 
cate the character of the work done by foreign statistical bureaus 
generally, and as generally neglected by our own bureaus. While 
the conditions of high infantile mortality in Flanders appear to 
be more or less provincial, and influenced by the peculiar physical 
environment under which the people live, or by the local preju- 
dices, habits, ignorance and character of the population itself. 
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the main causes of mortality are, nevertheless, those which other 
investigations have demonstrated to be active in communities 
outside of Belgium. It is doubtful, however, if similar social con- 
ditions, environment, or customs obtain anywhere in the United 
States, although other conditions, economic or social, or physical, 
equally conducive to high infantile mortality, might be uncovered 
in this country, were detailed statistical evidence available. 

Not the least service rendered by statistics in this field is, per- 
haps, the dissipation of the popular impression that there is some- 
thing mysterious and fatalistic in high infantile mortality rates; 
the fact being that the main causes of such mortality are those 
which have been long recognized by physicians, as death dealing, 
namely, the violation or disregard, either through ignorance, or 
prejudice, or choice, of well established laws of hygiene. 

It is noted by the author that in Belgium infantile mortality 
has been characterized by constancy of rate, during a period in 
which the general mortality has declined; that infantile mortal- 
ity, i.e., mortality under one year of age, varies greatly within 
the restricted area of the two provinces — the averages ranging 
from 10 to 28 per 100 births, in the several arrondissements, while 
certain communes show rates exceeding 30, and even as high as 
40 per cent of births; that the rate is more than double the mor- 
tality for tuberculosis; and that economic conditions of affluence 
or poverty are not the determining ones. On the contrary, the 
author asserts repeatedly that the problem is a social and not 
primarily an economic problem, and in this connection cites the 
low rates for Ireland (9 per 100 births) and Sweden (10 per 100 
births), as against rates of 15 for England, 16 for France and Bel- 
gium, 20 for Prussia, etc. He finds further evidence in the varia- 
tion of the rates within the two Belgian provinces under examina- 
tion; some of the communities economically well conditioned 
showing relatively high rates, and other communities less well 
conditioned economically showing relatively low rates. In fact 
it appears that, in general, precisely that section of Flanders, 
namely, the fertile lowlands, where the population is economically 
more prosperous than elsewhere, is the section showing high infan- 
tile mortality. Indirectly, however, in certain communes, eco- 
nomic conditions are found to be the determining ones; as in those 
localities, either industrial or agricultural, where mothers are under 
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the necessity of working in factories or in the fields, and their 
infants abandoned during the critical period of dependency. 
Generally, high rates are found to be characteristic of the mari- 
time communes, owing to unfavorable climatic conditions, and 
of those communes situated along the courses of rivers and can- 
als, owing to pollution of drinking water. High mortality is 
found also to accompany high natality rates, — consistent with 
Westergaard's analysis of mortality, natality, size of family, and 
duration of marriage. Some analyses are added of statistics of 
the diseases most prevalent among infants as causes of death: 
and of the origin and causes of these maladies themselves. 

While recognizing that high infantile mortality in any commu- 
nity may result from the fortuitous combination of these several 
causes, M. Jacquart finds the one general cause more responsible 
for this high mortality than any other, to be the substitution of 
other food for the mother's milk during infancy. Wherever the 
influence of this practice can be isolated, it is shown to be condu- 
cive to high mortality. On the other hand where mothers cus- 
tomarily nurse their children during infancy the chances of death 
are greatly reduced for all classes, and the inequalities of economic 
status largely neutralized. It would appear that in Flanders, 
at least, the nursing bottle with long rubber tube, is death's most 
effective weapon against the newly born. 

John Cummings. 

Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 



Krankenhauswesen und Heilstattenbewegung im Lichte der Sozialen 
Hygiene. By Alfred Geotjahn, Editor of Jahresbericht 
uber Soziale Hygiene und Demographie. (Leipzig: F. C. W. 
Vogei, 1908. Pp. viii, 406. 10 in.) 

Dr. Grotjahn is not a new writer on health problems. He pub- 
lished a book of this nature in 1904, which was preceded and fol- 
lowed by pamphlets and magazine articles upon this and kindred 
subjects. 

This work presents a general picture in large prospect of hos- 
pitals and kindred institutions in Germany. It traces out the 
evolution in the disposition of the sick and the infirm. In the last 



